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Visiting Author: Kam Mak
Teacher: Ms. Nieves and Mr. Aldo
Principal: Mr. Higgins
Program Liaison: Mr. Batista 

Volunteers: Ed Burnett, Susan Coleridge, Eva Eng Gee, Jill Giovan, Karen Kawaguchi, 
Angelique Leacock, Bob Marks, Amy Muller, Andrea Phillips-Merriman, Brad Rodney, 
Anna Schoettle, Joel Silverman, Jo Umans, and Justin White

Program Coordinator: Joss Lake
Teaching Artist: Candice Humphries
Student Book Coordinator: Nina Dunhill 
Book Designer: Iris Shih
Printing: BR Printers; coordinated by Kathleen McCourt and Lauren Parrott

Special Thanks: To Jing Fong restaurant for our delicious dim sum experience and 
to Barb Korein for taking beautiful pictures of our trip to Chinatown. 

In the interest of honoring student voice, Behind the Book presents students’ work 
as received from the teacher.

This book was made possible by a generous grant from The Korein Foundation.

We dedicate this book to the 

Harlem 
community



Class 3-206 explored communities far from 
Harlem to understand what makes neighbor-
hoods successful and ways that they can work to 
improve their own. They traveled to Chinatown, 
guided by Kam Mak, author and illustrator of My
Chinatown.
 Born in Hong Kong, Kam described his own 
experiences immigrating to the United States 
and finding a sense of belonging in New York 
City’s Chinatown. He led the class through the 
vibrant neighborhood where they sampled new 
foods and flavors, observing many of the places 
depicted in the book’s beautiful illustrations. Kam 
pointed out how much Chinatown has changed 
over the years and how important neighbor-
hoods are as safe spaces for different cultures.
 Inspired by Kam’s visit and their trip, students 
voted on areas of concern in their own neigh-
borhood of Harlem. Behind the Book research 
coaches helped students investigate local issues 
as well as possible solutions. They explored the 
cultural legacy of Harlem and the many innova-
tors and leaders who have contributed to this 
historic neighborhood. Writing coaches helped 
students take these ideas and start shaping 
them into speeches. Students practiced deliver-

ing speeches and supporting one another. They 
brainstormed ways to handle “stage fright” and 
further polished their speeches. Behind the Book 
teaching artist Candice Humphries assisted the 
class in making collages about their ideal neigh-
borhood experiences. Using shape, color, and 
a sense of perspective, students designed lively 
and thoughtful neighborhood scenes. 
 This book demonstrates how Class 3-206 will 
continue using their voices, words, and art to 
appreciate Harlem and help make this neighbor-
hood a better place for everyone! 
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Chace 9
David 10
Keisha 13
Jeremiah 14
Mason 17
Liam 18
Milai 21
Lydia 23
Chance 26
Brielle 28
Leo 31

Aidan 33
Israel 34
Lauramia 36
Pedro 39
Cielo 40
Makayla 43
Kenneth 44
Noah 46
Ashley 49
Isaiah 50
Paris 53

contents



Chace Ban Smoking
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david Ban Smoking



keisha Save Animals
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jeremiah Ban
Smoking
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mason Save Animals
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18

liam Ban Smoking



milai Never Cut Trees
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22

lydia Preserve Animals
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Milai continued...
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Lydia continued...



chance Stop Violence
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brielle Recycle
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leo Protect Animals
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Aidan
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Leo continued...
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israel Ban New Houses



lauramia Recycle
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pedro Stop
Gun Violence
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cielo Preserve Animals



makayla Recycle
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kenneth Stop Gun
Violence
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Noah Save Old Supermarkets



ashley Recycle
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50

isaiah Recycle



paris Stop
Gun Violence
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Harlem is the place we call home. It is filled with 
unique people, and we just happen to be some of 
them! Most of us were born and raised here. WE 
learned to ride our bikes, swim, and play sports 
all within our community. Harlem is a special place 
to us. We want to see Harlem thrive because we 
care about where we live. WE want to revamp 
our environment so everyone can see why we 

love Harlem so much! Class 3-206 is a positive, 
hard-working class who enjoys reading, writing, 
math, music, gym, and art. We are mindful of our 
community and want happiness for all. We want 
to make Harlem a place people will never forget. 
We are fearless and we never give up because our 
voices matter. Class 3-206 are innovators, and we 
are proud to be from Harlem. Go Harlem!

visiting author
About the

Kam Mak was born in Hong Kong. His family 
moved to the United States in 1971 and  
settled in New York City. His interest in painting 
was awakened through involvement with City 
Art Workshop, an organization that enables 
inner-city youths to explore the arts. Kam 
continued to pursue his interest in painting 
while attending the School of Visual Arts on a 
full scholarship, earning a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
in 1984. Mr. Mak’s works have been exhibited 
at the Society of Illustrators Annual Exhibition, 
The Original Art show (dedicated to the best  
of children’s picture books) and in a one-person 
show at the Brooklyn Public Library. He has 
illustrated over 200 paintings for book covers, 
magazine and editorial pieces for such clients 
as HarperCollins, St. Martin’s Press, Random 
House, National Geographic, Time magazine, 
Newsweek, and The New York Times. 
 Kam’s most recent art has graced the 
second series of the USPS Lunar New Year 
stamps and also a new postcard stamp for the 
USPS adorned with the koi fish was released in 
spring 2009. 

student authors
About the
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Behind the Book creates intensive learning and 
empowering experiences for New York City public 
school students. Working with classes from Pre-K 
through the 12th grade, Behind the Book brings 
authors and their books into individual classrooms 
to build literacy skills and create a community of 

lifelong readers and writers. Each of a series of 
workshops is designed to bring books to life to 
inspire and engage the students. Behind the Book 
programs are part of the class curricula and meet 
the Common Core Learning Standards.

behind the book
About

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.1
Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a 
text, referring explicitly to the text 
as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.9
Compare and contrast the most 
important points and key details 
presented in two texts on the same 
topic.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.2
Recount stories, including fables, 
folktales, and myths from diverse 
cultures; determine the central  
message, lesson, or moral and 
explain how it is conveyed through 
key details in the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2
Write informative/explanatory texts 
to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly.

Common Core 
Learning Standards Addressed
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