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In the interest of honoring student voice, Behind the Book presents students’ work as received from the teacher.

This book was made possible by a generous grant from The Korein Foundation.

Have you ever had a fantastic idea for an invention?
Class 5-205 put on their inventing caps and explored the ways that new concepts and ideas come into 
the world. They plunged directly into the brainstorming process -- thinking of new ways to design candy, 
transportation, and robots. Gilbert Ford, author of How the Cookie Crumbled, came to Ms. West’s class to 
introduce students to Ruth Wakefield and her “invention” of the chocolate chip cookie. He told them about 
the different possible versions of the cookie’s origin. The class voted on the most likely one -- that Ruth took 
a risk and tried adding chocolate chunks to a batch of cookies. On Gilbert’s second visit, groups looked at 
simple inventions such as the battery, the clothespin, and the eraser. Students then made up imaginative 
origin stories for different inventions and presented them to the group. They had lots of juicy questions to 
ask Gilbert about publishing and life as a writer and artist. 

Students chose the inventions that they were interested in and Behind the Book research coaches helped 
them find out more about these inventions and what problems the inventors overcame. During the writing 
session, using strategies they learned from Gilbert’s visits, students generated new ideas and thought up 
amazing inventions. Behind the Book writing coaches helped them through the process as they developed 
their intriguing inventions.

Teaching artist Candice Humphries introduced students to the sketches of the master inventor and artistic 
genius Leonardo da Vinci. They then sketched the inventions that they had been studying and created 3-D 
drawings that brought their work to life. The students also took a field trip to the Cooper Hewitt Smithsonian 
Design Museum where they participated in a hands-on design workshop, learning the many necessary steps 
involved in successful design. They created posters and viewed lots of examples of cutting-edge design. 

Class 5-205 hopes you enjoy their work and they will continue coming up with new ideas to change the world!
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We would like to dedicate this book to our Mothers, 
Fathers, family, friends, Mrs. Shakira and to Behind the 
Book for supporting our creative minds, helping us with 

ELA, and sharing our inventions.

Dedication
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Gilbert Ford currently lives and works in Brooklyn, NY where he has illustrated many New York Times best selling 
middle grade novels and also award-winning picture books. He is the author/ illustrator  of  the non-fiction picture 
books The Marvelous Thing That Came From A Spring and How The Cookie Crumbled, both published by Atheneum. 
He is also the author/illustrator of his debut middle grade novel, The Mysterious Messenger, to be published by 
Macmillan/Ottaviano in 2020.

Class 5-205 loves to create inventions so that the past becomes the future.  Our class updated inventions to 
make them a piece of cake for us, and others to be able to use in the future.  We researched peoples creations/
inventions, took feedback to create our own.  When we visited the Cooper Hewitt Museum, we were able to see 
how other artists designed their projects.  What kind of invention would you make to help people?

About the Student Authors

About the Visiting Author
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Behind the Book brings authors and their books into classrooms to build literacy skills and create a community 
of lifelong readers and writers. Working with classes from Pre-K through 12th grade, our series of workshops is 
designed to bring books to life and inspire students to reach their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded 
in the class curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-confidence in New York City public school 
students. All programs meet the Common Core Learning Standards.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.9
Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject 
knowledgeably.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2
Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.5
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach.

Common core learning standards

COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS ADDRESSED
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