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Have you ever considered that the perfect family pet could  
be...a snake?! Through this comprehensive project, students in 
Class 3/4-203 have been convinced that these scaly, sometimes 
scary, reptiles are really very lovable. 

The wonders of snakes were featured first in classroom visits from 
Roxie Munro, the author and illustrator of Slithery Snakes. Roxie 
shared how she conducted research on snakes to write a book that 
piques the curiosity of readers through life-like illustrations and 
fascinating facts. 

To observe live snakes in a fairly natural habitat, the class took a 
trip to the reptile exhibit at the Bronx Zoo. Taking careful research 
notes, the students observed what reptiles need to live and even 
got to see some of them eating!  For an extra-special treat, back in 
their classroom, students were visited by several reptiles and their 
professional handler from The Nature Company. The class learned 
many new facts about reptiles and were able to observe them up 
close and then touch a live snake, lizard, and turtle. Behind the 
Book research coaches came in next to help the students explore 
more about the reptile of their choice so that they had plenty of 
information to persuade others about the excellence of their animal. 

To wrap up the project and combine all that the class had learned 
about reptiles, Behind the Book teaching artist Candice Humphries 
helped students create individual pet posters filled with fun facts 
and captivating illustrations. Class 3/4-203 is certain that after 
reading all about these amazing reptiles, you will want to adopt all 
of them as pets! 

about the program
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lizards
by tavon

Above: A class trip to the reptile exhibit at the Bronx Zoo
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About the visiting Author   
roxie munro 

www.roxiemunro.com

Roxie Munro is the author/illustrator of more than 40 nonfiction books 
for children. Her books have been translated into French, Italian, Dutch, 
Chinese, and Japanese. 

Roxie was born in Texas, and grew up in southern Maryland, by the 
Chesapeake Bay. At the age of six,  she won first prize in a county-wide 
contest for a painting of a bowl of fruit. She has been a working artist all 
her life, for a while freelancing in Washington DC as a television courtroom 
artist. Clients have included CBS, the Washington Post, and the Associated 
Press. Fourteen of her paintings have been published as covers of The New 
Yorker magazine. 

Roxie studied at the University of Maryland, the Maryland Institute College 
of Art (Baltimore), earned a BFA in Painting from the University of Hawaii, 
attended graduate school at Ohio University (Athens), and received a 
Yaddo Fellowship in Painting. She lectures in museums, schools, libraries, 
conferences, and teaches in workshops. 

Many oils and watercolors are views from the roof of her sky-lighted loft 
studio in Long Island City, New York, just across the East River from her 
home in Manhattan where she lives with her husband, Swedish writer/
photographer, Bo Zaunders.

Slithery Snakes5

Common Core State Standards  
connections for Slithery Snakes and  
Classroom Guide:

  CCSS.Math.Content.4.OA.C.5 

Generate a number or shape pattern that follows  
a given rule. Identify apparent features of the 
pattern that were not explicit in the rule itself.  
For example, given the rule “Add 3” and the 
starting number 1, generate terms in the resulting 
sequence and observe that the terms appear to 
alternate between odd and even numbers. Explain 
informally why the numbers will continue to 
alternate in this way.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.3 

Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a 
historical, scientific, or technical text, including 
what happened and why, based on specific 
information in the text.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.4.7 

Interpret information presented visually, orally, or 
quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, 
time lines, animations, or interactive elements on 
Web pages) and explain how the information 
contributes to an understanding of the text in 
which it appears.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.3.7 

Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., 
maps, photographs) and the words in a text to 
demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., 
where, when, why, and how key events occur).

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2a 

Introduce a topic clearly and group related 
information in paragraphs and sections; include 
formatting (e.g., headings), illustrations, and 
multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2b 

Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete 
details, quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2c 

Link ideas within categories of information using 
words and phrases (e.g., another, for example,  
also, because).

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2d 

Use precise language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.4.2e 

Provide a concluding statement or section related 
to the information or explanation presented.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.1 

Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of 
conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and persuasively.

  CCSS.ELA-Literacy.CCRA.SL.2

Integrate and evaluate information presented in 
diverse media and formats, including visually, 
quantitatively, and orally.

This guide was created by Chris Valcarcel,  
Educational Consultant

Do you have questions or feedback for Amazon 
Children’s Publishing? Email us at:  
acp-institutional-feedback@amazon.com
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About behind the book

Behind the Book creates inten-
sive learning and empowering 
experiences for New York City 
public school students. Working 
with classes from Pre-K through 
the 12th grade, Behind the Book 
brings authors and their books 
into individual classrooms to 
build literacy skills and create a 
community of lifelong readers 
and writers. Each of a series of 
workshops is designed to bring 
books to life to inspire and 
engage the students. Behind 
the Book programs are part of 
the class curriculum and meet 
the Common Core Learning 
Standards.

Class 3/4-203 is made up of 
curious, intelligent and kind 
students who enjoy learning 
about their world and the  
amazing creatures that inhabit it.

26

about the 
student authors
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Common Core Learning 
Standards Addressed

READING
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.1
Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring 
explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.2
Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how 
they support the main idea.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.3.7
Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and 
the words in a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, 
when, why, and how key events occur).

WRITING
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A
Introduce a topic and group related information together; include 
illustrations when useful to aiding comprehension.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, and details.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.5
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.



We bring authors and 

illustrators into  

the classroom  

to make reading 

and writing 

an awesome 

experience!

www.BehindtheBook.org


