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A special dedication to all the essential 

workers whose daily self-sacrifice make 

it possible for us to be safe as we live a 

healthy, safety and socially-distanced life.

We dedicate this book to our families, 

friends, teachers, The Ralph Bunche School 

and our principal, Mr. Reginald Higgins.

Behind the Book’s mission is to develop engaged readers 
and writers in underserved NYC public schools by designing 
and delivering programs that are multi-disciplinary, culturally 
responsive, and promote deeper connections to books and 
their authors.

Visit us at www.behindthebook.org
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Special Thanks:
Thank you to everyone who helped facilitate and create amazing 
workshops for this virtual program, especially our Winter 2020 / 
2021 interns: Rachel, Iman, and Lancy.

Due to COVID all Behind the Book programs were provided 
virtually. We recognize and appreciate our teachers and students 
for persevering during this very challenging time.

In the interest of honoring student voice, Behind the Book 
presents students’ work as received from the teacher.

This book was made possible by a generous grant from  
The Korein Foundation.



Ms. Flanagan’s 
Class

Cadence ............... 36
Christian ............... 39
Jaiden ................... 42
Valentina .............. 44
Eric ........................ 46
Joelle .................... 49
Kaden ................... 52
Symphani ............. 55
Luna ...................... 58

Ms. Scoufaras' 
Class

Clay .............................2
Jacob ..........................4
Iris ...............................6
Jayden ........................8
Journey .................... 10
Minka ........................ 13
Dillon ........................ 16
Cameron .................. 18
Janella ..................... 20
Colton ...................... 22
Jordan ..................... 24
Hadidjetou .............. 26
Melanie.................... 28
Nashly ..................... 30
Will ............................ 31

About the Visiting Author...................................................60
About the Student Authors .................................................61
About Behind the Book .......................................................61
Common Core Learning Standards Addressed...............62

About the Program
New York City is full of famous places to visit. Think of the 
Statue of Liberty, the Brooklyn Bridge, or the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art. The second graders in Ms. Flanagan’s and 
Ms. Scoufaras’ classes explored New York landmarks in a 
series of workshops centered on Allison Pataki’s book Nelly 
Takes New York.

The students did extensive research 
on their favorite New York City 
places, from Coney Island to 
the Bronx Zoo and everything in 
between, collaborating with Behind 
the Book volunteers.

Author Allison Pataki visited the 
class during which she spoke about 
how New York City’s history is 
preserved through landmarks. She 
explained that she selected her 
own favorite landmarks to display 
throughout the book Nelly Takes 
New York.

Following Allison’s visits, students participated in a drama 
workshop with Behind the Book’s drama teacher Karen Butler. 
They examined the characters in the book, giving voice 
to them, and bringing the pages to life. Behind the Book 
teaching artist Candice Humphries taught the students how 
to create pop-up cards of their favorite landmarks. 

The final workshop combined all they had learned when they 
wrote informational essays about their favorite NYC landmark. 
Through this book, you too can experience some of the best 
parts of The Big Apple. We hope that our work inspires you to 
explore and learn about New York City’s history.
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About the Visiting Author
Allison Pataki grew up in Upstate New York, near the Hudson 
River. As a kid, she loved to read books, write books, and get 
lost in the stories in her own imagination. After college, Allison 
wrote for the news, but she soon decided that she enjoyed 
writing books more! Allison now writes novels for adults as 
well as children’s books, including the two picture books Nelly 
Takes New York and Poppy Takes Paris.

Allison loves to travel and has been as far 
as Australia, Vietnam, Turkey, South Africa, 
Greece and elsewhere, but she still lives 
in Upstate New York, along with her three 
children, her husband, and her dog, Penny. In 
addition to writing and reading stories, Allison 
also teaches yoga and loves to take walks in 
the woods, cook, and imagine future stories.

About the Student Authors
This book was written by the second graders at P.S. 125, the Ralph 
Bunche School, during their 2020-2021 blended learning program. 
We researched and wrote about New York City landmarks while 
learning all about The Big Apple. Since we love art, we created 
pop-ups of our favorite landmarks! We try our best in reading, 
math, social studies and science.  We  love to participate in gym, 
work choice, and dance. We have persistently worked in both our 
remote and in-person classrooms, despite many changes and 
new challenges. We always help each other and work together as 
we learn!  #EndHateEducate.

About Behind the Book
Behind the Book brings authors and their books into 
classrooms to build literacy skills and foster a community 
of lifelong readers and writers. Working with classes 
from Pre-K through 12th grade, our series of workshops 
is designed to bring books to life and inspire students to 
reach their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded 
in the class curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, 
creativity, and self-confidence in New York City public 
school students. All programs meet the Common Core 
Learning Standards. 
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Common Core Learning  
Standards Addressed
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.1
Ask and answer such questions as who, what, 
where, when, why, and how to demonstrate 
understanding of key details in a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.2.7
Use information gained from the illustrations 
and words in a print or digital text to 
demonstrate understanding of its characters, 
setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.5
With guidance and support from adults and 
peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing 
as needed by revising and editing.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.7
Participate in shared research and writing 
projects (e.g., read a number of books on a 
single topic to produce a report; record science 
observations).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.2.4
Tell a story or recount an experience with 
appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive 
details, speaking audibly in coherent 
sentences.
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BtB empowers the next generation of 
readers and writers by nurturing critical 
thinking, creativity, and self-confidence 
in our students. 

www.behindthebook.org


