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We would like to dedicate this book to 

Behind the Book for allowing us to be a 

part of this wonderful program.
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What is our relationship to the 
land and why does it matter? 
This is the essential question the 

students of Class 4-219 set out to 

answer as they read, We Are Water 

Protectors by Carole Lindstrom, an 

award winning picture book written 

in response to the Dakota Access 

Pipeline protests. 

The students read the story of an 

Ojibwe girl who fights against an oil 

pipeline in an effort to protect the 

water supply of her people. Carole 

virtually visited the class and shared 

what the meaning of stewardship 

means to Indigenous people and how 

her book was inspired by the many 

Indigenous-led movements across 

North America. 

About the 
Program
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To learn more about Native 

peoples’ relationship with the land, 

the students went back in time to the 

17th century to conduct research on 

the Lenape of New York and how 

they lived long ago. Through their 

research, students learned that the 

Lenape historically depended on the 

land for food, shelter, and clothing. 

This dependence resulted in a deep 

knowledge and connection with the 

land that continues to influence 

Lenape culture and identity. Students 

then researched Indigenous-led 

responses to environmental 

challenges today. 

Working with volunteers, the 

students wrote informative essays on 

what they learned about Native 

stewardship and what we can do to 

care for and protect our Earth.  



A Behind the Book Teaching 

Artist led the class in exploring 

Native protest art and textiles to learn 

more about Native culture, values, 

and symbolism. The students then 

created their own fabric shields 

inspired by Native textile arts. We 

hope this student book inspires you 

to learn more about Native peoples 

across North America and join them 

in their efforts to protect and care for 

our precious Earth!
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 ABOUT THE VISITING AUTHOR

Carole Lindstrom is a New York Times Bestselling 

Author and 2021 Caldecott Award winning author of 

literature for young people. She is Anishinaabe/Métis and an 

enrolled citizen of the Turtle Mountain Band of Ojibwe. She 

was born and raised in Nebraska and currently makes her 

home in Maryland.

Carole has been a voracious reader and library geek ever 

since she was growing up in Nebraska. On weekends you 

could usually find her at the library lost in the book stacks or 

holed up in her bedroom with a good book. We Are Water 

Protectors is a picture book inspired by Standing Rock, and 

all Indigenous Peoples fighting for clean water.
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 ABOUT THE  

STUDENT AUTHORS

 ABOUT BEHIND THE BOOK

We, the students of Class 4-219, are 

incredible learners who have faced many 

challenges but work to overcome them by 

working hard and trying our best. We are 

also very interested in protecting our planet 

Earth for future generations.

Behind the Book brings authors and their books into classrooms to build literacy skills and foster a community of 

lifelong readers and writers. Working with classes from Pre-K through 12th grade, our series of workshops is designed 

to bring books to life and inspire students to reach their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded in the class 

curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-confidence in New York City public school students. All 

programs meet the Next Generation Learning Standards. 
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4R1: Locate and refer to relevant details and evidence when explaining what a text says 
explicitly/implicitly and make logical inferences. (RI&RL)

4R2: Determine a theme or central idea of text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize a text. (RI&RL)

4R3: In literary texts, describe a character, setting, or event, drawing on specific details in the text. t. (RL)

4W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to explore a topic and convey ideas and information relevant 
to the subject.

4W2a: Introduce a topic clearly and organize related information in paragraphs and sections.

4W2b: Develop ideas on a topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, or other relevant 
information; include text features when useful for aiding comprehension.
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Next Generation  
Learning Standards  
Addressed





          

BtB empowers the next generation of readers  
and writers by nurturing critical thinking,  

creativity, and self-confidence in our students. 

www.behindthebook.org
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