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Elisabet Velasquez is a Brooklyn-born Boricua and a mother of two. 
Her poems are an exploration of her life. Her work has been featured 

on TIDAL, NBC, Now This, Latina Magazine, Vibe Magazine, Muzzle 
Magazine, Centro Voces. She is 2017 Poets House Fellow, a 2019 

Frost Place Fellow, and a 2020 NJ Arts fellow. Her debut novel When 
We Make It was named a book to watch by the New York Times.

About the Visiting Author 
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About the Student Authors

The authors are multilingual learners who come from many different 
countries, speaking a multitude of languages. Their passion, brilliant 

minds, and determination to succeed do not let obstacles hinder 
their progress. To survive living in a new country, learning a new 
language, and going through all the changes of adolescence,  

they must be resilient. And that’s who WE ARE!   
Peace and Love, Writers of 432
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About Behind the Book

Behind the Book brings authors and their books into classrooms to 
build literacy skills and foster a community of lifelong readers and 
writers. Working with classes from Pre-K through 12th grade, our 
series of workshops is designed to bring books to life and inspire 

students to reach their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded 
in the class curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-
confidence in New York City public school students. All programs 

meet the Next Generation Learning Standards.
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Next Generation Learning Standards

Next Gen Learning Standards Addressed

9-10W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, or other response to a 
text, author, theme or personal experience; demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of a variety of techniques and genres. Explain 
divergences from the original when appropriate.

9-10SL5: Make strategic use of digital media and/or visual displays 
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence, and to add elements of interest to engage the audience.

9-10R5: In literary texts, consider how varied aspects of structure 
create meaning and affect the reader. (RL)







BtB empowers the next generation of readers 
and writers by nurturing critical thinking, 

creativity, and self-confidence in our students. 

www.behindthebook.org




