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Executive Budget, then-Gov. Cuomo tr@
mentally ill individuals. Unfortunately, the p
minded elected officials must continue this fight. with Department of Social Services,
Commissioner Gary Jenkins at the failing warchouse elter in my district. This $2 billion industry clearly
needs an overhaul. Even after a shelter provider commigf wrongdoing, often that provider continues to receive
city contracts. The city’s reasoning is that there are so few service providers that to cut off wrongdoers would
decimate the industry. No market operates this way. If contracts are competitive, regulations are enforced and
the city pays on time, new providers will enter the market.

Micaid waivers, as Adams has
services in psychiatric facilities,
care for mental illness. In the 2021
involuntary commitment of severely
#ed by the Legislature. Hochul and like-

Mew York State boasts the second most B-Corp-certified companies in the country, which go through a
certification process to ensure théy-meet high standards for social and environmental impact. We also have a
strong startup community in the city. The city must establish a framework for new players to help the homeless
and be awarded city contracts. We will not succeed by inviting talent into an inefficient, old system that has a
reputation of corruption and nepotism. According to DHS, 640 homeless New Yorkers died in fiscal year 2021,
120% increase in just three years and the most deaths ever recorded. A recent headline was the killer stalking
and attacking homeless people here and in Washington. In a lawless city, the homeless suffer most. Help them
and help ourselves, now.
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In recent months, subway riders have been pushed in front of trains, hit with a hammer and struck with
feces. Transit crime is up 80% compared to the same time last year. Homelessness and law]essness have created
an emergency In response ‘Vlayor Adams announced his Subway Safety Pl3 e apd remove the
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social service workers. Nevertheless, critics call the new policy “sickening™ and a “magical way of thinking.”
What’s actually sickening is allowing people who cannot care for themselves to wander aimlessly through the
streets and subways. The mayor should quickly remove all the homeless from the subways and keep them off.
They should, of couge, be allowed to use the trains like anyone else to get around the city, but they shouldn’t be
allowed to turn tunnels, trains and platforms into their living rooms.
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urged. Thesd inpatighit services in psychiatric facilities,
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mentally ill indiv bn was not passed byfthe Legislature. Hochul and like-
minded elected offi® , ithgepartment of Social Services
Commissioner Gary yfmy district. This $2 billion industry clearly
needs an overhaul. Even mits wronggffing, often that provider continues to receive
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the city pays on time, new provid

New York State boasts the se
certification process to ensure they meet
strong startup community in the city. The cit N establish a framework for new players to help the homeless
and be awarded city contracts. We will not sucg¥€d by inviting talent into an inefficient, old system that has a
reputation of corruption and nepotism. According to DHS, 640 homeless New Yorkers died in fiscal year 2021,
120% increase in just three years and the most deaths ever recorded. A recent headline was the killer stalking
and attacking homeless people here and in Washington. In a lawless city, the homeless suffer most. Help them
and help ourselves, now.
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The woman is vice president of Metaverse Research for Kabuni Ventures, an immersive technology
company. Meta released Horizon Worlds to everyone 18 years and older in the United States and Canada on

Dec. 9 after an invite-only beta test a year agp. It features usands of virtual worlds by creators and is free to
download for all users, but pl of h of by facilitating e-commerce and advertising,
according to CNBC, simil media yntures Facebook and Instagram. Meta did

not immediately reqpond to a r&ue o 10 com
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It wasn’t that long ago when my three adult children were little kids. Throughout their childhood, I
never had to worry about what was being taught in their schools. I never had to worry that a student of the
opposite sex was going to play on my children’s sports teams or use their school bathrooms. Most importantly, 1
was never afraid that teachers, counselors, and administrators might deliberately conceal what was being taught
in school. But oh, how times have changed in the 10 years since my youngest child graduated from high school.
Many parents today are worried that critical race theory and gender ideology are being taught without the
parents’ knowledge or consent. Neither was included in the curriculum when my kids were in school.

I applaud Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis for addressing the concerns many parents have about the changing
school curriculum. DeSantis signed the Parentgl-Rights in Education bill at a March 28 ceremony. Dubbed b
critics as the “Don’t Say Gay” billffthe new law p h|b1ts classroom i instruction op gender identity and sexual
orientation in kindergarten through third grade. After third grade, sex cducation in Floridamust be age
appropriate{The law empowers parents 10 sue school districts over violations. DeSantis said the Taw was needed
because of incidents of LGBTQ indoctrination of young children in Florida schools. As an example, he
displayed LGBTQ educational materialggagluding a “Genderbread Person” chart that was found in Florida

assrooms and used to teach youngg Nebout gender identity and sexual orientation.

After DeSantis SpoKe, I aRpary Littlejohn talked about how, without her knowledge or
consent, a Florida middle schoo an¥ender, gender nonconforming support plan for her 13-year-old
daughter. “Social transition is a al health intervention that can lead to significant decisions that
will impact the child’s mental a in ” said Littlejahn, who is a licensed mental health
counselor in Florida. (*Oftéirso rst step toward medical transitionyAnd schools are grossly
unqualified to be taking Tt .” In addition to the Parental Rights in
Education bill, DeSantis signed et y legislation giving parents the right to informalion on
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: mittee found that 61% of §esdqvdterdagreed with
the statement, “De five critical race theory, whicthteacdhdp th§ America is
a racist country a te people are raci all Street Journal recently published tHg results of a new
poll by Public Opifligin grafgies. According to the poll, 61% of respondents agreed with the Florida Parental
Rights in Educatight I @len poll participants were categorized by political party and demographics, 67% of
parents, 60% of s®irban Yoters and 55% of Democratic voters supported the parental rights law.

gender ideold
sponsored by

It’s hard to imagine being the parent of young children today and having to deal with the gradual,
unrelenting push from the left to implement critical race theory and gender ideology in public schools.
Hopefully, Pennsylvania parents will teach woke politicians a lesson at the ballot box come November.
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It wasn’t that long ago when my three adult children were little kids. Throughout their childhood, I
never had to worry about what was being taught i in thc:lr schools..I never had to worry that a student of the
opposite sex was going to play on my chi : | bathrooms. Most importantly, I

was never afraid that teachers, coupwetdrs, and administrators might deliberately cal what was being taught
in school. But oh, how times “changed in the 10 years since my youngest child gr'™uated from high school.
Many parents today are wopfled that critical race theory and gender ideology are being tabght without the
parents’ knowledge or o ither was included in the curriculum when my kids were'¥ school.

I applaud Flor 4 Go addressing the concerns many parents have abut the changing
school curriculum. JSantis s ights in Education bil h 28 ceremony\ Dubbed by
critics as the “Don’ff8ay Gay” bilithe new law ohibits classroom i ender identity Ynd sexual
orientation in kindgrgarten throu i ¢ lorida must be.age
appropriate. The 1g empowers p chool districts over violations tis said the law Yas needed
because of incidergs of LGBTQ ind n of young children 1n . As an example,ff__
displayed LGBT(educational materials including a “Genderbread at was found in Flt¥ida
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After DeSaktis spoke, Florida mom January Littlejohn talked ab w, without her knowledggd or
consent, a Florida n{iddle school created a transge plan for her 13-vkar-old
daughter {'Sgcial fransition is a medical and mental health intervention that can lead to significant decisions t
will impact the child” ysical well-being, Jsaid ® sed mental healt
counselor 1n Florida. en social transition 18 step toward med ansition. And schools ard grossly

unqualified to be taking these steps without parental involvement.” In ad%il#bn to the Parental Rights i
Education bill, DeSanti\signed curriculum transparency legislation giving parents the right to informgtion on
the curriculum and librar\books in their children’s schools. Last year, DeSantis signed the Parents BAll of
Rights, which prohibits the Wovernment from infringing on the rights of parents to direct the upbr bing,
education and health care of r children.

Pennsylvania lacks the paren rights and curriculum transparency laws th. exist in Florida. Last
December, Gov. Wolf vetoed transpar@ncy in education legislation, which would hjvelrequired Pennsylvania
schools to make available online infornjation such as course summaries and textbo ks being used. Undeterred
by Wolf’s veto, state Sen. Ryan Aumert, is crafting a new cducatlon bil 3 ‘to t’s le 1slat1ve
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Efforts to get homeless off the subway are slow, methodical and carried out by joint teams of police and
socjal service workers. Neveriheless, critics call the new policy “sickening”™ and a “magical way of thinking.”
What's aciually sickening is allowing peonle who cannot care for themselves to wander aimlessly through the
streets and subways. The mayor should quickiy *emove all the homeless from the subways and keep them off
Thex sould, of course. be alloviea o use the trains like anyene else to get around the city, but they shouldn’t be
aliawes to turn tannels, wains and platforms inte their living rooms.
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the city pays on time, new providers will enter the market.

New York State boasts the sccond mest B-C orp-certified companies in the country, which go through a
certification process to ensure they meet high standards for social and environmental impact. We also have a
strong startup community in the city. The city must establish a fiamework for new players to help the homeless
and be awarded city contracts. We will not succeed! by invitng twlent into an inefficient, old system that has a
reputation of corruption and nepotism. According to DHS, 640 homeless New Yorkers died in fiscal vear 2021.
120% increase in just three years and the most deaths ever recorded. A recent headline was the killer stalking
and attacking homeless people herc and in Washingtou. In a lawless city, the homeless suffer most. Help them
apd belp ourselves. now.
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wrote in a blog post on Medium that she experienced a real horro out in the
n Worlds developed by Meta, formerly known as Facebook.

"Within 60 seconds of joining," she wrote in the post from December, ]@vcrball
harassed — 3-4 male avatars, with malg sseplja ly cang rape avatar.” details
watching her avatar ge sexually ‘
Comments likS)don’t pretend you

The woman is vice president of Metaverse Research for Kabuni Ventures, an immersive technology
company. Meta released Horizon Worlds to everyone 18 years and older in the United States and Canada on
Dec. 9 after an invite-only beta test a year ago. It features thousands of virtual worlds by creators and is free to
download for all users, but Meta plans to monetize the game by facilitating e-commerce and advertising,
according to CNBC, similar to how it profits from its social medla ventures Facebook and Instagram. Meta did
not immediately respond to a request from USA TQDA

Meta envisions 28 : : : el or entertainment using
VR headsets. Zuckerbef hiis befn bullish on the metaverse, believing it coult replage the internet as we know
it. "The next platform gd medi will be even nfore ithmersive &nd embodied integllet where you’re in the
experience, not just looling at it, and we call this the metaverse," said Meta €EO Zuckerberg last month
after revealing the comfi ' i

After her initial$
pathetic cry for attentigig’
about whether getting |

g comments calling it "a
&s have raised questions

~

al Communication
Bocial behavior on the

and urging her
in a virtual wo

. blished in the
icll found that p_eople based thei
ers who were assigned taller 44d more attractive avatars
@nore aggressively in person afferward. But the link
@ stion. The American

e" of a causal relationship

In response, Pat
Research that investigd]
attractiveness of their &
tended to perform bettafi
between violent video §
Psychological Associa
as of March 2020.

cites a peer-revi

tar, on and offligg.

itylinal studies show a
er research disputing it.Patel
she experienced in her

The topic has b¥
correlation between vig}
points out that the met4#e
avatar shocked and offg

Joseph Jones, pgisi es, an investigation agency sjgcializing in cyber and
social media, says it's ufli i case for sexual harassment §
harassment in the metay@rse is an emerg . i says the case would depend!

that happens online, evdiliiiimimaatg . ' ot 2] e a
impossible, to find a lawg: ‘ I, ;1

57




58

ht she experienced a real horror play out in
as Facebook.

e voices, essentially, but vl -
aulted by a handful of male avatars, who to

d my avatar.” She details
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The woman is vice president of Metaverse Research for Kabuni Ventures,®
company. Meta released Horizon Worlds to everyone 18 years and older in the United States and Cana¥g

Dec. 9 after an invite-only beta test a year ago. It features thousands of virtual worlds by creators and is free to ’
download for all users, but Meta plans to monetize the game by facilitating e-commerce and advertising, \;j
according to CNBC, similar to how it profits from its social media ventures Facebook and Instagram. Meta d1

not immediately respond to a request from USA TODAY to comment.

Meta envisions a virtual world where digital avatars connect through work, travel or entertainment using
VR headsets. Zuckerberg has been bullish on the metaverse, believing it could replace the internet as we know
it. "The next platform and medium will be even more immersive and embodied internet where you're in the

experience, not just looking at it, and we call this the metaverse," said Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg last month
after revealing the company's rebranding.

After her initial blog post about the incident, Nina Jane Patel recounts receiving comments cgh

rasis

about whethey getting hurt in a virtual world is truly a concern, Patel says in the post.

In reXpdnse, Patel cites a peer-reviewed study in 2009 and published in the jo
h tha} inkyestigates the "Proteus Effect,” which found that people based their so
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In recent months.{ ¢ N
- Transit crime 1s up 80% compared to the same time last year. Homelessnels and lawlessness have createc

Police are 5uppn<:ed to strictly enforce MTA rules, which includes removing passengers at the end of the
subway line. and removing riders whe exhibit aggrassive behavior and create unsanitary environments. I
advocacy groups believe in %epm" the mentally iil on subways. then iet them sue the city. Better ‘o have a
fight in court than vivlence in our subways, The mayor will never be able to appease his critics, but [ join the
najority of New Yorgers in spggforting g efforts to clean up our subways.
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decimate the industry, N§ majket operates this way. If contgg
the city pays on time, new providers will cnter the market.

New York State boasts the second mest B-Corp-certitied companies ir: the country, which go through a
certification process to ensure they mest high standards for social and environmental impact. We also have a
strong startup community in the city. The city must estabiish a framework for new players to help the homeless
and be awarded citv contracts, We will not succeed by iaviting talent into an inefficient. old system that has a
reputation of corruption: and nepotism. According to DHS, 640 homicless New Yorkers died in fiscal vear 2021,
120% increasc in just three vears and the mosi deaths ever recorded. A recent headline was the killer stalking
and attacking Loireless people kere and in Washington. In a lawless city, the homeless suffer most. Help them
and help curselves, now.
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(Pathetic cry for attention’Jand urging her not to pick a female avatar next time. Others have raifd questions
about whegher getting hurt in a virtual world is truly a concern, Patel says in the post.

Iifiresponse, Patel cites a peer-zgu®ed study in 2009 and publish®kjn the journal Comm®&gication
Researclfthat investigates the "Prg#€us Effect,” whailound that p, ed Wgir social behavioRpn the
attractiffeness of their avatar g#l'and offline. Thc ers who were‘sl taller 2gd more gitractihavatars
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JoseplJones, president of Jfosco Legal Services, an investigation 2ency alizing in yber and
kocial mediagkays § likely Pglel has a strong legal case for sexual haraggment™Ut acknowledfes that

arassment i emerging space. He says the case would §epend on s facprs, such ad
the specifig cople fhade and whether her avatar reveals any ide
name. Given that sn¢ doesn't have a huge following, Jones says, it's unlikely she COUIT sue lor deiamation, but
she could file a civil restraining order to prevent it from happening again.

vegthgt has challenges, Jones says, becausd{the male avatars COUId be anonvmougand may be hard
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to track down @ ould bd [Pro get help on a case [IRe mis. * With the large majority of harassment
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during increasing dissemination of critical race \%ory (CRT), sugge

CRT has been a detriment to racial pypgress rather than a force for good. The harmful impacts of CRT on race 6
relations are unsurprising when ga#fSidering several of its basic tenets. 0 B 0 0

0 ® b 0 t D
CRT Teaches America Is Racist b o () ‘ b ° a o o d o 6

‘ }  The Neb York Times Magazine’s “1619 Project,” the brainchild of Nikole Hannah-Jones, expresgks a
historical view in which Amgyica’s trug founding in 1619, ghe year Affi slave“were first brought Yo the

“ United States. Amerigan history is thus viewed and analyzed thfough a lens of anti-black racism. Epr exangple, L}
Hannah-Japes com;roﬁn ially agserts that tze Revounonary Wayr was primagily fought to preservéSlavery,
argues tha™he U.S. Constitutio®was metitulously Crafted to es@blish a zg'ocracy and criticizes Abr
Lincoln’s approach to‘-ne issue of slavery and race. Slm@rly, a report st June from our very own Natloaljifn

§ Archives argued that America’s founding docume PR tccped in ¢ Qemu. racisny’ i o 0

d
80 o %00 64 %9 " o
(Y Phlladelphla based attorney and radio hofft : (‘oard perhaps best sums up the CRT view o
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. CRT Teaches American Government s

ects of.Ame o llfyo thlSV day.

950“0

= The Constitution remains the lay e land, and if you believe that the (,onstltutlon is racist, then it
follows that the American sys ich is based on the Constitutio oF:
core argument of CRT: Ameriapinedlui™ !‘L' the Elec,tordl Collcgc, th
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subway riders have been pushed in front of trains gy
A~ {ransit crime is up 30% » ' lawlessness have created
«» wmergency. [n response, Mayor Adams announced his Subw.ay Saiety Plan fo reduce crime and remove the
nerpeless from SRS ! 2:\5poriation system.

; s . A month after rollout, homeless encampments still exist. While the
mavor’s plan is a welcome change, he and his administration must act with more urgency. Without safe
subways, we cannot returs to pre-pandemic levels of prosperity. Subway ridership and revenue trom fares are
down sigaificantiy compared t¢ pre-COVID years. In 2026, federal COVID stimulus money will have expired
and t i s deficit is projected to be $2 billion. Meanwhile, crime has increased 80% compared to
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mlmstrauon must act with more urgency Wﬂm?‘ ‘
Subway ridership and revenue from fares are

down significantly compared to pre-COVID years. In 2026, federal COVID stimulus money will have expired
and the MTAs deficit is projected to be $2 billion. Meanwhile, subway crime has increased 80% compared to
the same period in 2021. The subway system will not survive if these trends continue.

What’s actually sickenj
streets and subways. U

forts to get home off the subwav are slow, methodical and ¢ 1
Chial sexvicesiarkerd \Icvcrtheless, critics call thc new pollcv “stcl\emnb and a "mag:cal way of thmkmg

ssly thr Gugh the

They should, of course, be allowed to use the trains hke anyone eise 10 get amurzd lhe city, but they shouldn’t be

aljowed fo turn tunnels, trains and platforms into their living rooms.

Police are supposed to sirictly enforce MTA rules, which includes temoving passengers at the end of the
subway line, and removing riders who exhitit aggressive behavior and create unsanitary environments. i
advocacy groups believe in keeping the mentally ill on subways, then let them sue the city. Better to have a
fight in court than violence in our subways. The mayor will never be able to appease his critics, but 1 join the

vast majority of New Yorkers in sunporting his efforts to clean up our

subways.

To sten: the tide of the mentally ill iiving underground and on our streets, the mayor correctly suggesis 2
greater use of Assisted Ouipatient Treatment {AOT) programs, better known as Kendra’s Law. Participants in
AUT programs have fewer incidents of homelessness, arrests and institutionalized hospitalizations. I'he place ic
start expanding AGT usage is on Rikers island. The Community Re-entry Assistance Network (CRAN)
provides case services for formerly incarcerated individuals who have severe mental illness and are reenteriny
the five boroughs upon release from the jail. CRAN should screen every individual to sec if they qualify for
AUT programs. NYC Health and Hospitals, which supports this organization, shou'd make this assessment
mandatory as part of continued funding. DHS and HRA also need to make use of Kendra’s Lew whenever

possibic

Gov. Hochal should apply tor Institutions for Mental Diseases (IMD) Medicaid waivers, as Adams has
irzed. These would ailow New York to use Medicaid funds to cover mpatient services in psvchiatrie facilities,
“iick could vastly expand the number of New Yorkers who receive health care for mental illness. [n the 2027

S

zcntive Budget, then-Gov. Cuomo tried to expand the criteria for the involuntary commitment of severely

meptallv il individuais. Unforiunately. the provision was not passed by the Legisiature. Hochu! and like-
minded etecied officials must continue this fight. [ iecently met with Department of Soctal Services
 arunissioner Gary Jenkins at the failing warchouse-style shelter in my district. This $2 billion industry cleariy
needs an overhaul. Even after a shelter provider commits wrongdoing. often that provider continues 1o receive .
ity contraets. The city’s reasoning is that there are sc few service providers that to cut off wrongdoers would
decimate the idustry. No market operates this way. 1€ contracts are competitive, regulations are enforced and

the city pays on time, new providers will enter the market.

New York State beasts the second most B-Corp-ceriified ccmpan'e% i the country, which go through a
~erufication process to ensure they meet high standards for social and environmeatz! impact. We also have a
strovg startup community 1n the eity. The city must establish a framewerk for new piayers to help the homeless
2 be awarded city contracts. We will not succeed by invitdng talent info an inefficient, old system that has a

repuzation of‘mrrupti(m and nepotismn. According to DHE. 640 home!
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About the Visiting Author

Elisabet Velasguez is a Brooklyn-born Boricua and a mother of two.
Her poems are an exploration of her life. Her work has been featured
on TIDAL, NBC, Now This, Latina Magazine, Vibe Magazine, Muzzle
Magazine, Centro Voces. She is 2017 Poets House Fellow, a 2019
Frost Place Fellow, and a 2020 NJ Arts fellow. Her debut novel When
We Make It was named a book to watch by the New York Times.



About the Student Authors

The authors are multilingual learners who come from many different
countries, speaking a multitude of languages. Their passion, brilliant
minds, and determination to succeed do not let obstacles hinder
their progress. To survive living in a new country, learning a new
language, and going through all the changes of adolescence,
they must be resilient. And that's who WE ARE!

Peace and Love, Writers of 432
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About Belund the Book
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Behind the Book

Behind the Book brings authors and their books into classrooms to
build literacy skills and foster a community of lifelong readers and
writers. Working with classes from Pre-K through 12th grade, our
series of workshops is designed to bring books to life and inspire

students to reach their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded

in the class curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-
confidence in New York City public school students. All programs
meet the Next Generation Learning Standards.



Next Generation Learmng Standards

Next Gen Learning Standards Addressed

9-10W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, or other response to a
text, author, theme or personal experience; demonstrate knowledge
and understanding of a variety of technigues and genres. Explain
divergences from the original when appropriate.

9-10SL5: Make strategic use of digital media and/or visual displays
in presentations to enhance understanding of findings, reasoning, and
evidence, and to add elements of interest to engage the audience.

9-10R5: In literary texts, consider how varied aspects of structure
create meaning and affect the reader. (RL)
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BtB empowers the next generation of readers
and writers by nurturing critical thinking,
creativity, and self-confidence in our students.
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www.behindthebook.org





