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ABOUT THE PROGRAM

How can we understand the experience of immigrants and become 
better advocates for them in our shared country?

The eighth-grade students in Mr. Owen’s classes 
dove deeply into discussions about the real lives of 
young immigrants and studied some of the myths 
associated with immigration and assimilation. They 
did this through readings, meeting with young 
immigrants and advocates, discussions, writing, and 
creating original art.

They began by reading Voces Sin Fronteras: Our 
Stories, Our Truth, a book by the Latin American 
Youth Center (LAYC) Writers. This graphic work tells 
the stories of sixteen remarkable young people who 
immigrated to the U.S.

In preparing to meet some of the authors and discuss 
the book with them, the class analyzed a political 
cartoon to understand how inaccurate stereotypes 
of immigrants are often presented in the media and 
can influence people’s attitudes. When the class met 
virtually with two of the book’s authors, Rosa and 
Selena, along with Alexa Patrick from Shout Mouse 
Press, they were full of thoughts and questions.

They asked the two about their experiences and 
the process of writing their own narratives. They 
were intrigued by the use of symbols and imagery 
in the writing.

The students were then able to expand their 
understanding of the immigrant experience 
by meeting with Gloria Kimbulu of the Bronx 
Defenders. She told them how her own 
immigration journey inspired her to work with 
the organization that offers immigrants legal, 

emotional, and informational support. She 
provided lists of various myths about immigrants 
and facilitated spirited small-group discussions 
about the validity of these claims.

The students were full of ideas to begin writing their 
own thoughts and feelings about the immigration 
experience. They chose either to write letters to 
the book’s authors or original poems. Their work 
highlighted their new understanding of the realities 
of immigration and assimilation, hoping to dispel 
some of the myths and misconceptions. As one 
student suggested, “Immigrants aren’t stealing jobs, 
they are usually doing the jobs that no one else 
wants to do and are constantly underappreciated.” 
The class revised their work and submitted it to 
others for peer editing.

Finally, like the authors of Voces Sin Fronteras, the 
students created 6-panel comics, detailing a part 
of their own experience in New York. Under the 
guidance of cartoonist Alexander Shapiro from 
Young Audiences New York, they sketched, inked, 
and colored their finished work.

This program gave the students many opportunities 
to explore their own journeys as immigrants or as 
those welcoming newcomers to the U.S. We have 
been inspired by all these stories of transformation 
and can better appreciate our different life paths. 
One student summed up that as an immigrant to the 
U.S., “I am able to balance and maintain the love 
I have for my own country, even though I am in a 
different country.”
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ABOUT  
THE VISITING 
AUTHORS
The Latin American Youth Center (LAYC) is a nonprofit 
based in Washington D.C. that offers a variety of 
programs to low-income youth of all backgrounds. 
Their mission is to empower a diverse population of 
young people to achieve a successful transition to 
adulthood, through multi-cultural, comprehensive, and 
innovative programs that address young people’s 
social, academic, and career needs.

Rosa is 23 years old, and is originally from 
Guatemala. She graduated from Trinity Washington 
University with a B.A. in Health Services and a 
minor in Community Education. She is now pursuing 
her Masters in School Counseling at George 
Washington University.

Selena is 24 years old and a junior at the University 
of the District of Columbia, and is originally from 

Guerrero, Mexico. She likes to paint, read, and 
write, as well as spend time with her little sister. She 
has published two books with Shout Mouse Press, 
including Voces Sin Fronteras, and is in the process 
of writing her third.

Shout Mouse Press is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to centering and amplifying the voices 
of marginalized youth (ages 12+) via writing 
workshops, publication, and public speaking 
opportunities. The young people they coach are 
underrepresented--as characters and as creators-
-within young people’s literature, and their 
perspectives underheard. Their work provides a 
platform for them to tell their own stories and, as 
published authors, to act as leaders and agents of 
change. Learn more at shoutmousepress.org
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http://shoutmousepress.org/


ABOUT  
THE STUDENT 
AUTHORS
We are the two 8th grade classes of Harbor Heights 
Middle School, 2021-2022. We represent many 
different Spanish-speaking countries: the Dominican 
Republic, Ecuador, El Salvador, and Colombia, and 
we are proud to be from immigrant families. This 
book contains our collective experiences with life in 
other countries as well as the United States.
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ABOUT  
BEHIND  
THE BOOK
Behind the Book brings authors and their books into classrooms to 
build literacy skills and foster a community of lifelong readers and 
writers. Working with classes from Pre-K through 12th grade, our series 
of workshops is designed to bring books to life and inspire students 
to reach their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded in the class 
curriculum, nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-confidence 
in New York City public school students. All programs meet the Next 
Generation Learning Standards. 
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NEXT GEN 
LEARNING 
STANDARDS 
ADDRESSED
8R1: Cite textual evidence to strongly support an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly/implicitly 
and make logical inferences.

8R2: Determine one or more themes or central 
ideas of a text and analyze their development 
over the course of the text; summarize a text.

8R3: In literary texts, analyze how particular lines 
of dialogue or events propel the action, reveal 
aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. 

In informational texts, analyze how individuals, 
events, and ideas are introduced, relate to each 
other, and are developed.

8W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and 
information through the selection, organization, 
and analysis of relevant content. 

8W3: Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events using effective 
techniques, relevant descriptive details and clear 
sequencing.

8W4: Create a poem, story, play, artwork, 
or other response to a text, author, theme or 
personal experience; explain divergences from 
the original text when appropriate.



BtB empowers the next generation 
of readers and writers by nurturing critical thinking, 

creativity, and self-confidence in our students. 

www.behindthebook.org


