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Robots are taking over 
Harlem, but don’t worry 
- they’re here to help. 
Classes 3/4-218 and 
3-225 explored computer 
coding and designed 
their own robots after 
reading Rox’s Secret 
Code by Mara Lecocq 
and Nathan Archambault. 
In the first workshop 
students guided Denise in 
making a peanut butter 
and jelly sandwich - not 
as easy as it sounds. 
They quickly learned 
from the mess they made 
that the key to coding 
is providing detailed, 
sequenced instructions. 
Using the coding app that 
came along with the book, 
students designed bots 
that could move and pick 
up objects.   
   

About the Program

During the author 
workshop students 
decided the problem 
they wanted their 
robots to solve. 
Mara and Nathan 
then guided them 
in identifying and 
sequencing the 
robot’s functions 
and creating it’s design. The class took a field trip to Robofun, a 
STEAM learning lab, where they built and programmed Lego robots to 
spin tops.

Back in the classroom, Behind the Book teaching artist Barbara 
Coccioletti guided the students in designing 3D robot collages using 
materials including aluminum foil, bubble wrap, buttons, and pipe 
cleaners. Next, Behind the Book writing coaches worked with the 
class to write descriptive essays about the look, function, and coded 
commands of their problem-solving robots.  

Immersed in the world of coding and inspired by Rox’s Secret Code, 
the students designed the artificial intelligence of their dreams. We’re 
excited to share their amazing work with you!
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About the Authors

Philippines to Paris, and then Toronto, today, she works in New York at 
Fishbowl, a new social network for transparent career conversations where 
professionals can ask advice about career challenges semi-anonymously. 
Previously, Mara was a digital advertising creative director, and is invited 
to judge industry award shows, speak at events, and appears in industry 
press. Mara also founded Where Are The Boss Ladies, the largest database 
of senior women leaders in advertising. Mara embraces anything fun and 
scary that comes her way. She is passionate about helping young women 
build confidence to succeed in the workplace, by making them see what they 
can be—whether it be through empowering children’s books or giving women 
access to role models they can work for. Because she was brought up by 
encouraging parents who inspired her to be curious and fearless, she wishes 
for all girls to have that opportunity.

Nathan Archambault:
Despite being born and raised in the smallest state in the country, Nathan 
developed big aspirations to combine creativity and business from an early 
age. After an active childhood that included publishing poetry accompanied 
by watercolor paintings, completing art projects that changed the curriculum 
at his high school, and starting a pet care business that was featured 
in the newspaper, Nathan attended Syracuse University where he studied 
Advertising and English. Dueling degrees fresh in hand, Nathan took his show 
on the road to Washington, DC, and Chicago before settling in New York City 
and kicking off a career of building brands by making human connections. 
After making pit stops at world-renowned advertising agencies including 
Droga5, Anomaly, R/GA, Leo Burnett, Grey, and TBWA/Chiat/Day, Nathan is 
currently a Freelance Creative Director and Copywriter, working both for ad 
agencies and directly for brands and start-ups. In 2010, Nathan discovered a 
passion for technology while working at digital advertising agency AKQA. One 
of his favorite projects tackled the issue that so many of the important jobs 
that shape our future are male dominated. When that project didn’t go far 
enough to change the world, he set out to level the playing field the best 
way he knew how: by writing a picture book that inspires girls to get into 
coding. When not writing copy for ads or books for kids, you can find Nathan 
playing soccer with his English Bulldog or inspiring his two young daughters 
to grow up to be anything but stereotypical.

Mara Lecocq:
Half French, half Filipino, from a family of multiple cultures on different 
continents, Mara was taught to keep an open mind and to question the 
status quo. Before she was 5, her parents introduced her to computers 
and oil painting, and brought her up with feminist values. Going from the 
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About the Student Authors
Class 3/4-218 is a class of 8 unique, energetic, delightful 3rd and 4th 
graders. We are attentive, diligent and proud students. We display positivity 
and excellence. We work hard to be tolerant, respectful, and abhor bullying. 
We are trying our best to be good readers and writers of the future. 
Finally, we are encouraged and supported by our dedicated teachers Mrs. 
Rambaran, Mrs. Dennis, Ms. Jennings, Mr. Losey, and Mr. Noble. 

3-225 is a class of talented, charismatic, and creative students that are 
always eager to learn. We strive to be our very best. We are dedicated 
to always finishing what we started. We work hard every day to show the 
world that we are capable of succeeding and accomplishing the goals we set. 
We are growing working as a team because we know that we are better 
together.

Behind the Book brings authors and their books into classrooms to build 
literacy skills and create a community of lifelong readers and writers. 
Working with classes from Pre-K through 12th grade, our series of 
workshops is designed to bring books to life and inspire students to reach 
their full potential. Behind the Book is embedded in the class curriculum, 
nurtures critical thinking, creativity, and self-confidence in 
New York City public school students. All programs meet the Common Core 
Learning Standards. 

About Behind the Book
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CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.4.OA.C.5
Generate a number or shape pattern that follows a given rule. Identify 
apparent features of the pattern that were not explicit in the rule itself.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.3
Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or feelings) 
and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RF.3.4.A
Read grade-level text with purpose and understanding.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.4
Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.5
With guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, and editing.

Common Core Learning Standards
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