
UNA 
AVENTURA 

EN EL 
ESPACIO

AN  
ADVENTURE 

IN SPACE

BY
CLASS 4-420

AT P.S. 4 
THE DUKE ELLINGTON 

SCHOOL



Behind the Book
NEW YORK

UNA 
AVENTURA 

EN EL 
ESPACIO

AN  
ADVENTURE 

IN SPACE

BY
CLASS 4-420

AT P.S. 4 
THE DUKE ELLINGTON 

SCHOOL



Our mission is to develop engaged readers and 
writers in underserved NYC public schools by 
designing and delivering programs that are multi-
disciplinary, culturally responsive, and promote 
deeper connections to books and their authors.

Visit us at www.behindthebook.org
© 2020 Behind the Book
Behind the Book 
216 West 135th Street • New York, NY 10030

GUEST AUTHOR: Molly Brooks
TEACHER: Ms. Giler
PRINCIPAL: Mr. Stevens 
PROGRAM LIAISON: Ms. J. Williams 
VOLUNTEERS: Jill Giovan, Amy Muller, Kristen Rodriguez,  
and Nomi Schwartz 
PROGRAM COORDINATOR: Joss Lake
TEACHING ARTIST: Candice Humphries
STUDENT BOOK COORDINATOR: Nina Dunhill 
BOOK DESIGNER: Liliana Guia
PRINTING: BR Printers; coordinated by Kathleen McCourt 
and Lauren Parrott

SPECIAL THANKS: To the Intrepid Sea, Air, and Space Museum 

In the interest of honoring student voice, Behind the Book 
presents students’ work as received from the teacher.

This book was made possible by a generous grant from  
The Korein Foundation.

DEDICATION
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book. A big thank you to the visiting author, Molly Brooks for inspiring 
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ABOUT THE PROGRAM
Students of Class 4-420 jumped into 
their imaginary spaceships and soared 
to other galaxies with Molly Brooks, 
the author and illustrator of Sanity & 
Tallulah - Books 1 & 2.

She shared her fanciful inspirations 
with the class — out-of-date 
technologies, her favorite colors, and 
cats! Students helped her create and 
draw a new character by considering 
aspects of the character’s personality, 
their way of dressing, and hobbies. 
They began thinking about the 
original space stories they would want 
to tell. 

Behind the Book teaching artist 
Candice Humphries led the class 
through an art project in which they 
drew their main characters and traced 
them on a space-themed background 
of their design. Molly returned for a 
second visit and showed the class how 
she drafted and revised her graphic 
novels. They were amazed at the 
intricacy of the process. She then drew 
a second character with the students’ 
help and they brainstormed an 
inventive story for their two characters. 

To tie up their projects, students 
learned to fold and bind their very own 
books with the needles and yarn that 
Molly supplied. 

The class was now prepared and 
eager to visit the Intrepid Sea, Air & 
Space Museum, an extensive science 
and history museum aboard an 
actual aircraft carrier. Once there, 
they conducted gravity experiments 
in a special laboratory and explored 
other technologies that move people 
through the air and water. They 
experienced the thrill of high-speed 
flight on a Navy F/A-18 Hornet jet 
through the Museum’s simulator. 

Full of new knowledge about space 
and flight, the class worked with 
Behind the Book writing coaches to 
bring their own space stories to life. 
Put on your space suits and get ready 
for an interplanetary journey of the 
imagination! 

Los estudiantes de la clase 4-420 
saltaron a sus astronaves imaginarias 
y se dispararon a otras galaxias con 
Molly Brooks, la autora e ilustradora de 
Sanity & Tallulah - Libros 1 y 2. 

Ella compartió sus inspiraciones 
fantasiosas con la clase: tecnologías 
desactualizadas, sus colores favoritos 
y los gatos. Los estudiantes la 
ayudaron a crear y dibujar un nuevo 
personaje en considerar aspectos 
de la personalidad del personaje, su 
forma de vestirse y sus pasatiempos. 
Comenzaron a pensar en las historias 
originales que les gustaría contar. 

La artista docente de Behind the 
Book, Candice Humphries, dirigió 
la clase en un proyecto de arte en 
que dibujaron a sus personajes 
principales en un fondo de diseño 
espacial. Molly regresó para una 
segunda visita y mostró a la clase 
cómo redactó y revisó sus novelas 
gráf icas. Se sorprendieron de la 
complejidad del proceso. Después 
Molly dibujó un segundo personaje 
con la ayuda de los estudiantes y 
ellos pensaron de diferentes ideas 

para una historia ingeniosa para sus 
dos personajes. 

Para terminar sus proyectos, los 
estudiantes aprendieron a doblar y 
atar sus propios libros con las agujas y 
el hilo que Molly suministró. 

La clase ahora estaba preparada y 
ansiosa por visitar el museo Intrepid 
del mar, aire y espacio, un museo de 
ciencia hecho en un aeronave. En 
llegar allí, hicieron experimentos de 
gravedad en un laboratorio especial 
y exploraron otras tecnologías que 
mueven a las personas por el aire 
y el agua. Entendieron la emoción 
de montarse en un vuelo de alta 
velocidad en un avión Navy F / A-18 
Hornet en el simulador del museo. 

Llena de nuevos conocimientos 
sobre el espacio y el vuelo, la clase 
trabajó con voluntarios de Behind 
the Book para dar vida a sus propias 
historias espaciales. ¡Ponte tus trajes 
espaciales y prepárate por un viaje 
interplanetario de la imaginación!
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NASHLIE Jenna’s Adventure
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JEISON Pandora
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ESTHER The Gum Adventure
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ABOUT THE 
VISITING AUTHOR
Molly Brooks currently writes and 
illustrates the Sanity & Tallulah graph-
ic novel series (Disney-Hyperion). 
She also did the artwork for Flying 
Machines: How the Wright Brothers 
Soared by Alison Wilgus (First Sec-
ond), and her shorter comics and 
assorted illustrations have appeared 
in various publications including The 
Guardian, The Nib, The Boston Globe, 
the Nashville Scene, Kazoo Magazine, 
BUST Magazine, ESPN social, Sports 
Illustrated online, and others. Molly 
lives and works in Brooklyn, where 
she spends her spare time watching 
vintage buddy-cop shows and obses-
sively documenting her cats.

ABOUT THE  
STUDENT AUTHORS
Class 420 is a class of Hispanics, of 
dreamers, and of creative bilingual 
students. The students are from the 
Dominican Republic, Mexico and 
Ecuador. We are a class that is always 
willing to learn and use creativity. As a 
dynamic class full of joy, we share the 
common goal of fulfilling our dreams.

La clase 420 es una clase de 
estudiantes hispanos, soñadores, 
creativos y bilingües. Los estudiantes 
son de República Dominicana, México 
y Ecuador. Somos una clase que 
siempre está dispuesta a aprender 
y a usar la creatividad. Somos una 
clase dinámica llena de alegría que 
compartimos un objetivo en común y 
es que deseamos con todo el corazón, 
cumplir nuestros sueños.

ABOUT  
BEHIND THE BOOK
Behind the Book brings authors and 
their books into classrooms to build 
literacy skills and create a community 
of lifelong readers and writers. Work-
ing with classes from Pre-K through 
12th grade, our series of workshops is 
designed to bring books to life and 
inspire students to reach their full po-
tential. Behind the Book is embedded 
in the class curriculum, nurtures criti-
cal thinking, creativity, and self-confi-
dence in New York City public school 
students. All programs meet the Com-
mon Core Learning Standards.
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COMMON CORE 
LEARNING STANDARDS 
ADDRESSED
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3
Describe in depth a character, setting, or event 
in a story or drama, drawing on specific details 
in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, 
or actions).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.7
Make connections between the text of a story 
or drama and a visual or oral presentation of 
the text, identifying where each version reflects 
specific descriptions and directions in the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, 
descriptive details, and clear event sequences.



Behind the Book

WE BRING AUTHORS AND 
ILLUSTRATORS INTO THE CLASSROOM 
TO MAKE READING AND WRITING AN 

AWESOME EXPERIENCE!

WWW.BEHINDTHEBOOK.ORG




